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In twenty short books, Penguin brings you the classics of the environmental movement.In the

galvanising speeches and essays brought together in This Can't Be Happening, George

Monbiot calls on humanity to stop averting its gaze from the destruction of the living planet,

and wake up to the greatest predicament we have ever faced.Over the past 75 years, a new

canon has emerged. As life on Earth has become irrevocably altered by humans, visionary

thinkers around the world have raised their voices to defend the planet, and affirm our place at

the heart of its restoration. Their words have endured through the decades, becoming the

classics of a movement. Together, these books show the richness of environmental thought,

and point the way to a fairer, saner, greener world.



George MonbiotTHIS CAN’T BE HAPPENINGContentsForewordThe Unseen WorldIn

MemoriamDeathly SilenceA Good StartHopeless RealismIntergenerational TheftThe Problem

Is CapitalismThe New Political Story that Could Change EverythingEmbarrassment of

RichesThe Weird Are Destined to Change the WorldWe Can Stop the First Great

ExterminationAbout the AuthorGeorge Monbiot (b. 1963) is a world-renowned investigative

journalist and self-confessed professional troublemaker, who has been a leading voice in the
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Think Like a MountainForewordFor several months, I waged a lone campaign to persuade

other parents waiting at the school gate to turn off their car engines. Wasn’t it obvious that, by

creating a toxic cloud around the school at pick-up time, they were harming their own children?

It wasn’t obvious at all. My polite requests were met with polite bafflement. The most common

response was ‘why?’ I found to my astonishment that most of those I spoke to seemed to be

entirely unaware of air pollution. I don’t think they were feigning ignorance. I believe they had

never before been asked to make the connection between what came out of their exhausts and

what goes into our lungs.This might seem incredible, to those of us who have spent our lives

engaged in such issues. But it was a hard reminder that human survival is a niche interest.The

poisoning of the air and water, the collapse of wildlife and habitats, the heating of the

atmosphere, the destruction of the living systems on which our lives depend might be the

central, crucial facts of our age. But they have been deliberately pushed to the margins. They

have been sidelined not passively, but actively and aggressively, by the billionaire press, the

thinktanks that develop its talking points, the industries that finance the thinktanks and the

governments that support the industries. All seek to distract and bamboozle, to deflect and

delay, to impede our understanding of the greatest predicament humankind has ever

faced.Their task is easy. Engaging with the gathering collapse of our life support systems is

mentally and morally challenging. It involves making connections that are seldom obvious. It

means being prepared to hear bad news. Telling people what they want to hear – that their

lives can carry on as before – is likely to win more friends than telling people that their

apparently innocent activities are poisoning their children and destroying life on Earth.How

many of us really understand our situation? How many of us have grasped the full extent of

what we face? Even those of us who engage with this crisis simultaneously know and shrink

from knowing. Its speed and scale push the most fertile minds to their imaginative

limits.Previous generations have been forced to imagine existential crises: what if our crops

fail? what if the plague arrives? what if raiders find our village? But, with the exception of those

who had to consider the possibility of global nuclear war in the second half of the twentieth

century, none have had to contemplate a realistic prospect of planetary collapse.Arguably,

nuclear war is easier to imagine than the predicament we now face. Were it to happen (and this



threat, incidentally, has by no means passed), it would be a sudden and singular event. In one

catastrophic spasm, the world would be transformed from home to wasteland. This

annihilation, descending from the heavens, corresponds closely to religious visions of

apocalypse. Horrible as it is, we are, in a way, pre-adapted to believe it.

This Cant Be The Knot, This Cant The Knot

The Most Dammed Country in the World (Green Ideas), The Age of Consent, Poisoned

Arrows: An investigative journey to the forbidden territories of West Papua, How Did We Get

Into This Mess?: Politics, Equality, Nature, Less is More: How Degrowth Will Save the World

Marcio L. Silva Gama, “Short book, strong ideas. Monbiot is a traditional ecologist, with strong

background and a legacy on ecosystem issues. He raises important subjects in short texts, full

of concepts, on how we are normalizing ecological destruction under a mask of green

capitalism.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “You need to read this book. Monbiot delivers uncomfortable, yet vital,

truths that will energize and motivate the reader to get off the sofa and fight for the planet.”

marina, “An excellent read for our times. Thought provoking and terrifying. A call to action!”

The book by George Monbiot has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 29 people have provided feedback.
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